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"Employment and 
education environ­
ments throughout the 
System shall he free 
from all forms of 
sexual harassment" 
- TAMUS 
other verbal, visual or phyf& 
*- Sexual harassment 
range from unthinking and 
often unintentional verbal 
denigration of a person on the 
March5, 7999 VW. 
By Lum-Awah Atang 
Panther Staff 
Have you ever been 
walking on campus minding 
your own business, when all 
of a sudden your hear 
"psst...what's your name?' or 
"that got to be jelly, 'cause 
jam don't shake like that," or 
the infamous "hey 'lil mama!" 
Sometimes these 
comments are made "all in 
good fan" as many of the as­
sailants may claim, but most 
of the victims would state 
otherwise. 
Sexual harassment 
happens to alllsinds of w omen 
and men in all kinds of set­
tings. It generally does not 
occur because of the way one 
dresses or even behaves. 
In fact, it is not always 
about sex. Speaking from a 
college women's perspective, 
many males engage in this per­
verse behavior because their 
friends are doing it, or simply 
to satisfy their need for con­
trol. 
Unfortunately, on a 
campus setting, it takes place 
so often that it reaches the 
point of acceptable behavior. 
And frequently, it goes from 
verbal to physical, thereby 
classifying it as sexual assault. 
The basic point to re­
member is that sexual ha­
rassment is unwanted, unso­
licited and undesired atten­
tion of sexual nature, and it 
is illegal. University policy 
prohibits any university fac­
ulty, staff or student from 
engaging in it. 
It is important to 
know your rights, speak up 
at the time, do not blame 
yourself, and do not delay in 
taking action or the harass­
ment is likely to recur. 
On the campus of 
Prairie View A&M Univer­
sity, Nicole Bradford of Stu­
dent Affairs is responsible for 
an education program for al­
cohol and otheT drugs, and 
Phyllis Spates-Gails works as 
the Crime Prevention Coor­
dinator. 
Both Bradford and 
Spates-Gails work in conjunc­
tion with the University Po­
lice Department to provide 
crime victims assistance. 
Chief Rayford 
Stevens of the University Po­
lice Department supports or­
ganizations such as Panther 
Advisor Leaders (PALS). 
He says that "even 
though sexual harassment 
occurs much more frequently 
than it is reported, once the 
administration, various orga­
nizations, and the police sup­
port programs that enforce 
university policies, it is a 
(sign) for increased aware­
ness and a decrease in re­
lated incidents." Sexual as­
sault decreased from eight 
reported cases in 1996 to two 
reports in 1997. 
It is important for 
persons (victims as well as 
observers) to seek advice in 
determining if what they are 
experiencing is harassment, 
and take the necessary steps 
in confronting the issue. 
In the meantime, 
women and men should keep 
in mind that this behavior is 
totally unacceptable. You did 
not cause it, but you can stop 
it. 
tsATV television icon ends 
promiscuous lifestyle 
— n o t i c i n g  h e r  b e a u t y  o n  t h e  e x -
By Yauna Estes 
Panther Staff 
terior, not the interior. 
"I got home from work 
late one night, and felt that I 
was letting my insecurity 
about relationships totally 
screw me up. 
"I sat down and looked 
at my love life: jumping from 
guy to guy, jealousy, and 
screaming matches with boy­
friends, what was up with me, 
I had to find out. I discovered 
I was letting people value me 
for my physical attributes only, 
without insisting they know 
me more deeply," said Lewis. 
She describes how she 
had sex, but no intimacy. 
Lewis began having sex when 
she was 14-years-old. 
She said she took the 
advice of her friends, gave into 
peer pressure and lost her vir­
ginity to her 19-year-old ex-
boyfriend. 
As she got older, rela-
Recently, an article in 
YM magazine featured MTVs 
Ananda Lewis who said she 
"hit an emotional low that 
sparked a lifestyle change." 
The 25-year-old Lewis 
describes how she stopped 
having sex, because she was ™ OIK « > 
tired of drifting in and out of tionships did not make her feel 
relationships. She said she good about herself, and the 
was tired of guys coming to 
v .f i.1 ..«A«/*nnooAnc an H CAV 
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Sexual harassment cases not reported with accuracy 
The Panther Friday, March 5,1999 page 2 
VIEWPOINTS 
Learning disability 
doesn't make student 
"different, just unique" 
By Yauna Estes 
Panther Staff 
Prairie View A&M 
University is an equal oppor­
tunity institution. The uni­
versity is required to offer as­
sistance to students with 
physical and mental disabili­
ties. 
Students may not 
know that they are able to get 
help if they qualify for assis­
tance. 
There are many 
people on this campus who 
are unaware of what students 
with physical and mental dif­
ferences go through to get a 
college education. They are 
simply pitied, pushed aside, 
or ignored. 
What they don't real­
ize is that people with handi­
caps and disabilities are people 
too, whether they are deaf, 
paralyzed, or struggle with 
learning problems. 
People don't under­
stand unless they have walked 
in someone else's shoes. 
"I don't consider my­
self different, just unique," 
said one PVAMU student who 
has a learning disability. 
"People don't realize that we 
are no different from anyone 
else." 
She is absolutely 
right. 
I am a 23-year-old stu­
dent with a learning disabil­
ity. I have had to deal with 
being called stupid and told 
that I was never going to make 
it to college. I have struggled 
with Dyscalculia, a type of dys­
lexia, and attention deficit dis­
order my whole life. 
See Equal on page 3 




By Tiara M. Ellis 
Editor-in-Chief 
People fight, die, and kill for the right to choose. When 
the right to choose where to eat, what to wear and where to go 
to school are tampered with tempers begin to flare and fires are 
ignited. 
What happens when that choice is taken away? What 
do you do when you do not have the option to a choice simply 
because there is only one? 
You do what our ancestors did: create a choice. With 
innovative and trailblazing spirits, historically Black colleges 
and universities came into existence. 
HBCUs are here today because at one time we had no 
choice. At one time we did not have the option of attending a 
White institute of higher learning. 
HBCUs opened a new world of knowledge to us. Today 
we have the capabilities to attend any college in the world. 
That open opportunity will soon be the death of our universi-
See HBCU on page 3 
Tfe strongest agunerif against capital punishment 
Newspaper Staff 
The Panther Advisor: Dr. Kimetris Baltrip 
Technical assistance provided by Gitonga M'Mbijjewe 
Glenn Russell: Photographer Editor 
Tina M. Ellis : Entertainment Editor 
Nikkia Sams : Business Manager 
Santee's Bowers : Advertising Manager 
Quincy Higgins : Graphic Designer 
Contributors 
Shana A. Miller 
Alfred Fulton 
Kesha C. Jones 
Kandyace Mayberry 
Editorial Board 
Tiara M. Ellis : Editor-in-Chief 
Joyce Dixon : Managing Editor 
Sheleah Hughes : News Editor 
Munir Saafir : Copy Editor 
Brad Ruffin : Sports Editor 
Editorial Policy 
The Panther is a publication supported through advertising and student activity fees. 
Views expressed within the publication are not necessarily those shared by Prairie View 
A&M University or the Texas A&M University Board of Regents. 
Visit Prairie View's web site at www.pvamu.edu. 
VIEWPOINTS 
The Panther Friday, March 5,1999 page 3 
Equal from page 2 
I live my life, as others like myself do: fighting. Fight­
ing for acceptance and understanding; fighting for the cause. 
I learn differently from other students. However, this does not 
make me less intelligent. 
There are many out there who continue to have a 
misconception about adults with disabilities. A lot of doctors 
believe that it is outgrown, but dyslexia is for life. Telling 
someone they do not have a learning disability is like telling 
someone blind, they can see, or the deaf they can hear. I was 
very surprised to pick up an issue of Seventeen magazine that 
featured young adults with learning disabilities. There are 
more young adults dealing with the same issues that I do. It 
made me feel not so alone. 
I also happened to catch the news this week, and there 
was a special on the increasing cases of adults taking ritilin to 
help them stay focused. Ritilin is a type of medication used to 
help patients stay focused, and if they are extremely hyperac­
tive, calm down. People with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder use ritilin too. 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Sec­
tion 504 require that students who can meet the technical and 
academic qualifications for entry into the school, or programs, 
may be considered "otherwise qualified," even if they have 
physical or mental disabilities. 
Students with learning disabilities must notify their 
professors that they will need special accommodations. This 
may mean spending extended time with the student or doing 
whatever may be necessary for that student's success. 
It is important that the student registers with the 
Office for Disability Services also. 
According to Section 504 and the ADA, colleges must 
provide reasonable accommodations for tbe student's known 
disability in order to afford an equal opportunity to participate 
in the college's programs, courses, and extra activities. The 
college can not discriminate against anyone on the basis of 
social status, religious background, race, color, creed nation­
ality, sexual orientation, or disability. 
So, next time you see someone who is handicapped and 
they need help, offer some assistance. We should try not to 
judge people, but remember to treat people the way we want 
to be treated. Do not assume anything about anyone before 
you get to know them. Everyone deserves to be treated with 
respect. Be aware and promote positivity. 
For questions about students with disabilities, go to 
Evans Hall, room 315 or call 857-2610, and ask for Teresa 
Boldon. 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Caring parent warns students of 
possible violence in Corpus Christi 
Dnni" ITrliin-H i . •• Dear Editor, 
Re: Spring Break Corpus 
Christi and South Texas 
I have been having 
many problems with the Po­
lice Department in Corpus 
Christi and the Constables 
Office inNueces County where 
Corpus Christi is located. 
CCPD has a police di­
vision called the JETT Team. 
I lived in Corpus 
Christi and the surrounding 
area and raised two children 
there. 
My children and 
many of their friends were 
viciously attacked by the po­
lice and I have documented 
statements to this effect with 
an attorney in Corpus Christi. 
One young lady was sexually 
assaulted. 
The Civil Rights vio­
lations of young people by 
CCPD are numerous. When 
you file a complaint, you get 
flipped off. 
I want to request that 
you advise the student body 
on your campus about this so 
that they can be prepared for 
harassment during Spring 
Break. 
In fact, I would highly 
recommend that your students 
be advised to avoid this area 
altogether. 
My own son has been 
hauled out of vehicles and as­
saulted by CCPD on several 
occasions as have many of his 
friends. 
I have endeavored to 
file formal complaints with 
CCPD and have gone to the 
extent of contacting both the 
Texas Department of Justice 
and the U.S. Department of 
Justice. The U.S. DOJ has 
passed my complaints on to 
the Civil Rights Division for 
further review. 
For the record, my 
documents are on file with 
Attorney Wade A. Way. Ifyou 
care for your student body, 
then pass on this warning. 
Sincerely, 
Michael C. F. White 
White is writing to warn 
students of potential police 
violence in the Corpus 
Christi area, as spring break 
draws students to the beach. 
HBCU from page 2 
ties. Black youth have begun 
to abandon the institutes that 
once cherished and nurtured 
our thirst for knowledge. 
Some students actu­
ally believe there is no longer 
a need for colleges with ma­
jority Black student enroll­
ment. It is assumed that 
HBCUs have served their 
purpose and are outliving 
their destined lifetime. 
Black athletes are 
running to White colleges for 
the notoriety that the media 
give to those institutions. Our 
scholars are tripping over 
themselves to get into the 
Harvards, Yales, and 
Stanfords because of the Ivy 
League title and reputation. 
Our ancestors are 
rolling over in their graves 
with disgust. How can we 
turn our backs to the schools 
that opened the door for Black 
students? 
Dr. Mary McLeod 
Bethune established 
Bethune-Cookman College in 
Dayton Beach, Fla. in 1904 
with the hope that an educa­
tion would be more readily 
available to Black people. 
HBCUs offer an edu­
cation that you can not get 
anywhere else. Our esteemed 
university is a perfect ex­
ample of what you gain at 
HBCUs that you can not get 
anywhere else. 
PVAMU was estab­
lished in 1876 as a member of 
the Texas A&M University 
System to become only the 
second HBCU in Texas. This 
former slave plantation has 
become the breeding ground 
for nurturing young minds 
into great leaders. 
Where our ancestors 
were once beaten and hung 
for the simple crime of look­
ing at a White woman, we are 
now learning how to become 
accountants, doctors, journal­
ists, and engineers. 
Where else can you 
learn about your heritage and 
culture while preparing to 
enter a career in the real 
world? There are more than 
80 HBCUs in the nation for 
Black people hoping to fur­
ther their education of self, as 
well as a specified career field. 
Since we can never 
know enough about our past 
and those who fought for us to 
make the advances in society 
that we have, HBCUs will 
never outlive their purpose. 
We will always need 
to continuously be enlightened 
on our past. The ultimate 
growth is when we, as a people, 
will not try to assimilate so 
totally into White society that 
we lose the strong sense of self 
we fought for. 
It is through attend­
ing HBCUs thatwe regain that 
power in understanding our­
selves, as well as our people. 
The Stokley Carmicheals and 
Malcolm Xs of our history in­
stilled that pride in each one 
of their followers. 
Take advantage of the 
HBCUs that encourage loving 
yourself. Before entering a 
world where we are forced to 
deal with others on their 
terms, learn how to deal with 
yourself on your terms. 
Submission Policy 
for Letters to the Editor 
[ can submit a letter to the 
editor at P. O. Box 2876, Prairie View, TX 77446 or in the 
Memorial Student Center, room 114. All submissions are 
subject to editing and must include the author's name and 
telephone number. 
v-'.y.v .x -"L'4 
CAMPUS NEWS 
v..yW-y 
Scholarship pageant rescued from termination 
By Maurice Perkins 
Panther Staff 
As of Monday, Feb. 
22,1999, the Mr. Prairie View 
A&M University (PVAMU) 
Scholarship program for this 
year was canceled. 
There were only two 
students who applied before 
the Jan. 28 deadline, and even 
after the application deadline 
had been extended, only six 
more students applied with 
one of those students not meet­
ing the requirements. 
Over the years many 
changes, regulations and 
stipulations have been en­
forced in the annual competi­
tion. 
The first Mr. PVAMU, 
Thomas Carroll in 1983, was 
selected by the yearbook staff 
following his performance in 
the campus talent and fash­
ion show. 
Later in 1987, the 
first annual Mr. PVAMU 
Scholarship Pageant, was held 
on April 28 in the Memorial 
Student Center Ballroom to 
honor those men whose foot­
prints led in the direction of 
success, leadership, and ex­
cellence. 
In the 1990s the Mr. 
PVAMU pageant was en­
hanced with new rules and 
standards in order for students 
to apply, taking the pageant 
from a social event to a scho­
lastic one. 
This year the newest 
change was to raise the grade 
point average qualifications. 
Last year the grade point av­
erage (gpa) minimum was 2.5, 
this year it was raised to 3.0. 
At present the only ex­
planation for the raise in gpa 
is that the recipient of the title 
wins a scholarship and the 
monies are primarily taken 
from the academic scholarship 
department. 
There has been a lot of 
controversy at PVAMU 
around who and what 
prompted this change. 
Pageant coordinator 
for two years, Dean Charles 
Lewter said he didn't know off 
hand what committee made 
the changes, but was a little 
discouraged that the change 
was made due to the lack of 
interested applicants. 
The current Mr. 
PVAMU, Wayne D. Johnson 
II didn't totally agree with this 
new change stating, "You don't 
need a 3.0 to be a quality 
leader." 
Lewter doesn't agree 
but stated, "I feel that we 
should always strive for excel­
lence, but we have to under­
stand the community we 
serve." 
Men interested in run­
ning have to meet many other 
qualifications: no one can be 
over the age of 25, have any 
children, or a blemished 
record. These are just some of 
MY ARMY ROTC SCHOLARSHIP 
PUT ME IN THE HOSPITAL LAST SUMMER. 
Army ROTC scholarships pay off twice, with money 
towards your education and five weeks of nursing 
experience in an Army hospital. 
Hundreds of nursing students win Army ROTC 
scholarships every year. You can, too. 
Find out more. Contact Captain Kizzie at 857-4612 
LEADERSHIP 
kxcn I fncCJ 
ARMY ROTC 
THE SMARTEST COLLEGE COURSE TOU CAN TAKE 
the qualifications of prospec­
tive contes­
tants. 
J o h n s o n  
stated, "I 
have had un-
e x p e c t e d  




up and the 
way it (the 
title) was 
given to me 
(after a late 
disqualifica­





also said the 
men of 
P V A M U  
have been re­
luctant to 
run for the 
position because of the new 
gpa qualification. 
The 13th Mr. PVAMU 
will be crowned on April 7, 
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Wayne Johnson and Lum-Awah A tang 
currently reign as Mr. and Miss Prairie View 
A&M. New requirements for competitions 
nearly canceled any chances of a 1999-2000 
Mr. PVAMU pageant. 
Lewter thanked in 
advance, Christopher E. 
Knight, Harry Guy, Carlos 
Hopkins, and Michael Polk 
for their help in putting this f 
year's pageant together. 
Language honor societ; 
inducts new members 
By Yauna Estes 
Panther Staff 
An induction was held recently, honoring and wel­
coming new members into the Spanish honor society. 
Inductees included Full members: Claretta k. Tho-| 
mas, Alene Riley, Wayne D. Johnson II, LaRaya Felton,| 
Chauna Bechett, Stefanie N. Campbell, Kelly L. Ross,| 
Dormesha D. Green, Chrisina J. Smith, Addie L. Johnson,! 
Yolanda Gray, and Yamima Hampton. Associate members:! 
Shamika Polk, Enryka Peyton, Breta Jones, Katrina Hester,! 
Simisola Aluko, Kimberly Allen, Karen Coleman, Tamers! 
Weaver, Deanna Davis, T.A. Caldwell, Woo-Suk Chank,| 
Hristen Sonner, Corey Glass, Elaine McLaughlan, James T. 
Allen, Charlotte Dahse, Yauna Estes, Ernesha Stewart, Akial 
M. Memphsy, Jeffrey Wooten, Sjonneke Jones, Hattiel 
Cromwell, Charles M. Smith, WillitM. Hears, Melissa Payton, | 
Rashaunda V. Sterling, and Jarrod Franklin. 
The presentation was given by the Spanish Honor! 
Society's cabinet members: Tronya Hawkins (president),! 
Miesha Albert (secretary), Dawn Williams (vice-president),! 
Alva Mathis (treasurer). They would like to show apprecia­
tion to members Quentin Gonzales and Toya Johnson for| 
helping prepare the eventful evening. 
There was a dinner reception following the induction! 
ceremony. Traditional Mexican food was served. 
The goal of the organization and the foreign language | 
department, is to promote academic excellence and encourage | 
the importance of observance, understanding and acceptance] 
of other cultures. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 
To pledge or not to pledge 
Students disapprove of mandatory coed organizations 
Jon Cook and 





at PVAMU: 1976 
PX¥ 
Rho Chi Psi Inc. 
Founded: 1991 at 
PVAMU 
Every year, thou­
sands of college students un­
dergo a process to join frater­
nities and sororities. The pur­
pose of these organizations is 
to instill in these "hopefuls" a 
sense of brother/sisterhood, 
community service, and char­
ity for one's fellow man. And, 
of course, to socialize. On many 
campuses across the country, 
the fraternities and sororities 
are the people sponsoring the 
parties, the ones others want 
to know, and the "in crowd." 
Most of these sisters 
and brothers have a common 
purpose and work toward a 
common goal, while still main­
taining their own sense of in­
dependence. But atwhat cost? 
Every year, the pledge 
system gets a close look by 
educators who seek to make it 
less dangerous, more inclu­
sive and friendly. 
At Dartmouth College 
in New Hampshire, where six 
out of ten students are a mem­
ber of a fraternity or sorority, 
the Board of Trustees has de­
cided to abolish all same sex 
fraternities, and to make them 
coed. 
The rationale behind 
this is the move will cut down 
the rampant alcohol abuse on 
campus and allow more stu­
dents the opportunity to par­
ticipate. The board also said 
the venture would also be more 
inclusive, crossing the lines 
of race, background, and gen­
der and would allow students 
to have a more wholesome 
college experience. 
Students, however, 
are horrified at the idea and 
have organized marches and 
protests against this admin­
istrative decision. 
Although Darmouth 
is a predominantly white col­
lege, there are a significant 
number of persons of color as 
well as black Greek letter or­
ganizations on the campus. 
As a matter of fact, 
Eric Gaither, a PVAMU 
graduate and former "Mr. 10" 
currently attends Dartmouth 
University. 
PVAMU has no cur­
rent plan to force fraternities 
and sororities to become coed, 
but many schools around the 
country have already done 
so, including Williams and 
Amherst Colleges. 
When asked, several 
PVAMXJ students from dif­
ferent walks felt the subjects 
impact would be negative. 
"I think the idea 
sucks," said Wonoh 
Massaquoi, a freshman from 
Philadelphia, PA. There is a 
level of unity between people 
that is very difficult to achieve 
Male and female members of Rho Chi Psi (PVAMU) display their 
talent at Spring Fest '98. Rho Chi Psi is one of three co-ed organiza­
tions on PVAMU's campus. 
with members of the opposite 
sex." 
Maurice Perkins, a 
graduating senior and mem­
ber of a coed organization, Rho 
Chi Psi said , "Fraternities 
were founded to uplift the 
African American man in an 
environment of higher learn­
ing and to foster brotherhood. 
As a counterpart, sororities 
wanted the same unity from a 
female perspective." 
Perkins said he is to­
tally against forcing them to 
change theiThistory, and does 
not feel it would reduce the 
incidence of kaiing. 
In fact, most students 
asked replied that they were 
against the forced integration. 
"I would be against it 
totally. It doesn't make any 
sense," said Quanna Minifee, 
a freshman biology major. 
Most cited the history 
and sense of tradition that or­
ganizations foster in their 
members. 
"It's absurd... You 
can't take so many years of 
tradition and change it and 
expect everyone to accept it," 
commented junior Nursing 
major Caesar F. Barajas, 
member of the all male Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity. 
Robin Blanks, a mem­
ber of both coed and single 
gender organizations, Epsilon 
Gamma lota andZetaPhiBeta 
Sorority, respectively, said 
fh&t if you combine Vhe or^a.-
u\za\iov\A, VhBTfe wow\<\ uo 
true sense of diversity. 
The issue is unre­
solved at Darmouth. 
However, one thing is 
for sure the students are ada­
mant in their opposition of 
the idea and are not likely to 
back down. 
DST helps celebrate independence 
Wharton, Texas 
Feb. 18 marked the 
First Annual African Ameri­
can Independance Day held 
at Wharton County Junior 
College (WCJC). The purpose 
was to spotlight a part of Af­
rican American culture. 
The first African 
American Independance Day 
program featured the Eta Beta 
chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 
Inc. 
WCJC, located south­
west of Houston, affords 
iiiifi 
Delta Sigma Theta members (L to R) Tiffany Reeder, Tonya 
Silmon, Khaleiah Taylor, Jawana Aguilliard and Tara White enter­
tained WCJC students at the First Annual African American 
Independance Day. 
opportunties for individual 
growth and promotes the de­
velopment of the total person. 
To this aim, the Of­
fice of Multiciulutural Affairs 
works to broaden the hori­
zons of its students. 
The ladies of DST 
dazzled the crowd with their 
techniques and answered 
questions. 
"The informative talk 
really gave me a sense of what 
being a Delta is really about," 
said Chison Johnson. 
Harold Brown, a vis­
iting member of Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity, Inc. and Brent 
Stephney, a member of the 
Wisconsin Sleepers answered 
the men's questions about 
fraternitites. 
" I learned that there 
are a lot of misconceptions 
about fraternites and 
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Why are we smiling? We've all 
discovered America's best kept 
secret, the Army National Guard 
- and you can too. With the 
Montgomery G.L Bill, college 
tuition assistance and a good 
monthly paycheck, we're all earn­
ing money for college. And since 
the Guard is a part-time commit­
ment, we have time to attend 
classes now! 
In the Army National Guard 
you can learn career skills, make 
friendships that will last a life­
time, and be there to help when 
your neighbors need you most 
Call your local recruiter today. 
Finding out more about what the 
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William King receives 
• Death of James Byrd Jr. avenged 
eluded road in Jasper, Texas, 
^^JONALNEW^ 
death penalty for Jasper murder 
By Corey Johnson 
Panther Staff 
The lastpeople James 
Byrd Jr. had contact with 
were animals masquerading 
as men. 
In the early hours of 
June 7, 1998 on a dark, se-
three men in a 1982 pickup 
truck stopped to offer Byrd a 
ride home. 
John William King, 
Lawrence Brewer, and Sean 
Berry proceeded to murder 
Byrd, after chaining the 49-
year old man to their pickup 
truck, and dragging him for 3 
miles. 
Police reports confirm 
that Byrd was decapitated, his 
right arm was ripped off, and 
his knees, elbows and but­
tocks were ground down to the 
bone. 
Forensics investiga­
tors confirmed at trial time 
that this torture took place 
while Byrd was alive and con­
scious. 
In an effort to evoke 
sympathy from jurors, law­
yers for King claimed that he 
is a product of the American 
prison system. 
Ironically, this sim­
plistic rationalization could 
notbeusedto defend parolees 
who commit everyday proba­
tion violations. 
This may be why the 
jury didn't pardon the self-
confessed murderer and in­
stead sentenced him to death. 
Organizations dominate 
Greek Olympiad 
By Cornesha Avington 
Panther Staff 
The auditorium was filled to its capac­
ity as the audience anticipated the beginning 
of one of Texas's largest step shows. 
The Nu Alpha Chapter of Kappa Al­
pha Psi Fraternity, Inc. held their 10th annual 
Greek Olympiad at Texas A&M University on 
Saturday Feb. 27,1999. 
Ten acts performed including three 
fraternities and two sororities from Prairie 
View A&M University (PVAMU). 
The sororities that performed from 
PVAMU were Delta Sigma Theta, and Alpha 
Atpiva. Sorority. O mega? si Phi , Kappa 
Alpha Psi and Phi Beta Sigma represented 
PVAMU fraternities. 
The AKA's fashionably took the stage 
with matching black suits and hats as they 
eagerly stepped in unison. Their creative props 
consisted of black cubed boxes with Greek 
letters which were used in the finale of their 
show. 
The men of Kappa Alpha Psi defi­
nitely were a tough act to follow after having _ 
a frightening opening with men dressed and 
decorated in black capes and painted faces. 
Their traditional cane twisting and energetic 
dancing kept the audience's attention through­
out their performance , along with a new 
addition to the step team student government 
president, Alzo Slade. 
Omega Psi Phi revealed it's true tal­
ent by being the only act to actually " step" 
throughout their whole performance. Their 
togetherness and enthusiasm impressed many 
PVAMU students as they received a standing 
ovation at the end of their show. 
Competition was close as the audience 
sat on the edge of seats awaiting the names of 
the winners after the step show. There could 
only be two winners. 
First place for sororities was awarded 
to Delta Sigma Theta from PVAMU and Phi 
Beta Sigma took first prize in the fraternity 
category from PVAMU. 
The Delta's theme was " The Resur­
rection," which began with a graveyard scene 
and featured an opening speaker, precision , 
difficult kicks , and transition steps. 
The Sigma's theme was " Escaped Con­
victs Wanted For Stepping Too Hard," which 
featured several difficult steps , various tran­
sitions, comedic talent , and a twist to the 
Sigma Nutcracker. 
r 
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By Rockell Williams 
Special to the Panther 
On March 24,1999, the College of Education will host 
the Founder's Day and Honors Recognition Convocation. 
Under the leadership of the chair, Dean Paul M. 
Metha, and his co-chairs Dr. Clarissa Booker, Dr. Marion 
Henry and Mr. Frank Jackson, this year's planning of the 
Convocation has student involvement. 
The program planning committee consists of several 
faculty members and five students: Alzo Slade, Rockell Will­
iams, Addie Johnson, Ailene Riley and Clarice Anthony. 
The students on the committee are working diligently 
to ensure that the Convocation will be more appealing to their 
fellow collegians. 
This year's Convocation will pay homage to the founders 
of the University as well as students who made the University 
Honor Roll and Dean's List during the Spring and Fall of 1998. 
According to the university's academic regulations, 
the criterion for the university honor roll is a grade point 
average of 3.0 - 3.49 with no grade lower than a C and a 12 
semester hour course load. The criterion for the Dean's List is 
a 3.5 gpa or greater and a 12 semester hour course load. 
The students in the College of Education have ac­
cepted the invitation to serve as ushers under the guidance of 
Booker. 
The members of Kappa Delta Pi, Education Honor 
Society will serve as host for the event. 
The College of Education looks forward to the entire 
student body attending this year's celebration. 
Involvement, excitement 
goal of Village activities pay ênt'scheduie 
3y Sheleah Hughes 
News Editor 
In an effort to bring 
jack campus activities and or­
ganizational involvement, jun­
ior marketing major, Paul 
Davis and Rodney Williams of 
University Village teamed up 
to organize two weeks filled 
with activities. 
" The campus needed 
some excitement and some­
body needed to get it started," 
said Davis. 
The activities started 
with a campus prayer in front 
of Alumni dining hall. 
It was designed to pay 
respects to all PVAMU stu­
dents who died including 
Empra Moore and Sharone 
Creer. 
A basketball tourna-
mentwas also scheduled along 
with aGreekyaid show ,"play-
l ers" picnic and poetry read­
ings. 
Trophies along with 
movie passes and other give­
aways were donated by Uni­
versity Village. 
The village's phase 
two clubhouse housed events 
i n c l u d i n g  " M e n t a l  
Calestenthics," held on Sim-
day Feb. 28 and poetry read­
ings held earlier in the week. 
"These events im­
proved my evenings. It gave 
everyone something much 
more exciting to do," said 
sophomore Niki Campbell. 
Davis' programs and 
events helped celebrate Black 
history month. 
The events gave col­
lege students an opportunity 
to share fun-filled evenings 
with each other without vio­
lence. 
"Prairie View isn't 
how it used to be. If you can 
get students involved, things 
will be back jumping again," 
said Davis. 
"There will he more 
things going on in Match. V) e 
are working on an organized 
water fight and a block party, 
but we need the help of all 
organizations on campus." 
haiiHi: 
All amounts listed are due 
on or before the due date 
June 1,1999. 
4/2 Full $850 
mwvtii 
m Fall $680 
2/2 Full $772 
4/2 full $304;,i 
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For more information call 
University Village at ext. 
4559. 
Braids, Fades and Purple Kool-Aid® 
Roberson promotes positivity, leadership 
« • n j D «l-\nrpon oniOVfi SlTlPir dent is Stacey 
Roberson. 




Roberson enjoys singing. 
Consequently, he became a 
member of the Baptist Stu­
dent Movement (BSM). 
In addition to being 
a member of Baptist Student 
Movement, Roberson pres-
the title of Mr. 
.oberson is 
Jhe Wesley 
id Mr. Fuller 
PVAMU graduates 
more nurses last year 
By Cornesha Avington 
Panther Staff 
Students of the Prai­
rie View A&M University 
(PVAMU) College of Nursing 
have done it again. 
The PVAMU students 
have made i 
h i s t o r y ]  "Our students and 
graduates continue to O 
Freshman class pi 
Robeson. 
[By Donald Kegle 
Panther Staff 
PVAMU hdTu 
lous individuals on 
who are involved 
positive activities. 
These involv 
range from academics ^ 
sonal pleasures which ca 
become intricate or perplex­
ing for those involved 
However, there is a 
student on campus defeating 
thp nnnosition. 
make us proud to be 







•ALS purpose is to 
and distribute posi-
jpn to incoming stu-
' 'ell as those who 
nrfsfint.lv attend PVAMU. 
icey Roberson's favor-l 
Kool-aid®: Tropical| 
ch 
This feature was added to 
give recognition to outstanding 
campus leaders - organizations and 
individuals. 
The Panther solicits any 
nominations from students, faculty 
-Dr.  Dolli  Brathwaite 






l e n g i n g !  
National | 
C o u n c i l  
LicensureExamination 
(NCLEX-RN). 
A Texas Board on 
Nursing Report for 1998 de­
clared there were 5,118 " first 
time" candidates for licensure 
who were educated in the state 
(talking the NCLEX-RN) and 
the paiss rate to 88.8 percent. 
The national passing rate was 
85.3 percent, while the 
PVAMU Nursing pass rate 
was a whopping 90.7 percent. 
Twenty-five baccalau-
reate nursing degree pro-
graims exist in the state and 
these schools 
g r a d u a t e d  
215 African 
A m e r i c a n  
nurses last 





N u r s i n g  
^ g r a d u a t e d  3 9  
percent of the total number of 
African- American nurses re­
ceiving degrees in the state 
during the past year. 
Dr. Dolli Brathwaite, 
dean of the PVAMU College of 
Nursing said, " Our students 
and graduates continue to i . i  i  
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NATIONAL NEWS 
Execution of Germans delayed 
Black farmers want better deal 
Jerry Nachtigai 
Associated Press Writer 
Florence, Arizona(AP)-
Amid pleas of mercy from 
the German government, a 
federal appeals court on 
Wednesday ordered Arizona 
not to use the gas chamber 
to execute a German man 
whose brother was put to 
death last week. 
The 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals refused to 
issue a stay for Walter 
Lagrand, 37, who was sched­
uled to die in a gas chamber 
Wednesday afternoon for his 
role in the 1982 murder of a 
bank manager. 
But the judges did 
say that the gas chamber is 
cruel and unusual punish­
ment, and therefore uncon­
stitutional. 
The state appealed 
to the Supreme Court,but it 
vi as unclear -when the ex­
ecution would proceed. If 
the state is forced to ask 
another death warrant from the 
Arizona Supreme Court, it 
would likely hold up the execu­
tion for weeks. 
Walter LaGrand's case 
also was heard Wednesday in 
the International Court of Jus­
tice in The Hague, Netherlands. 
Germany asked the world court 
to intervene after Arizona Gov. 
Jane Hull rejected appeals from 
German Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder and Foreign Minis­
ter Joschka Fischer to stop the 
execution. 
The international court 
has no enforcementpowers, but 
in a half-hour hearing, Judge 
Christopher Weeramantry of 
Sri Lanka urged the U.S. gov­
ernment to use "all the mea­
sures at its disposal" to prevent 
the execution. 
The court also said the 
United States should pay un­
specified damages for the death 
of LaGrand's brother, Karl, 35, 
wbo was the first German citi­
zen executed in the United 
States since World War II. 
Like his brother, Karl 
requested the gas chamber in 
hopes that the Supreme Court 
would agree that the method 
is unconstitutional. 
The high court dis­
agreed and lifted the 9th 
Circuit's stay. Karl then ac­
cepted the state's last-minute 
offer of lethal injection. Walter 
rejected such an offer and said 
he would prefer a more painful 
execution in the gas chamber 
to protest the death penalty. 
The last time Arizona 
executed an inmate in the gas 
chamber, in 1992, his death 
took 11 minutes and was con­
sidered so gruesome that the 
law was changed to require 
lethal injection. Killers sen­
tenced to death before 1992, 
like the LaGrands, are given a 
choice. 
Germany does not 
have the death penalty and 
contends Arizona failed to ad­
vise the LaGrand brothers of 
their right to consular assis­
tance at their trials. 
By Janelle Carter 
AP Farm Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP)-Black 
farmers urged a federal judge 
Tuesday to throw outapend-
ing settlement with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA), saying the deal does 
little to correct years of race 
discrimination that left them 
financially strapped. 
"...This settlementis 
not only a disgrace to black 
farmers but is totally and 
completely inadequate to ac­
commodate the losses the 
black farm community has 
suffered," Thomas Burrell, a 
farmer from Covington, 
Tenn., told U.S. District 
Judge Paul Friedman. 
Burrell was one of 
hundreds of farmers who 
packed Friedman's court­
room to protest the settle­
ment reached in January 
between plaintiffs' attorneys 
and the agency. They want 
attorneys to negotiate for 
more changes. 
The farmers' objec­
tions placed them opposite 
their attorneys, who pleaded 
with the judge to approve the 
settlement. 
"It pains me to have 
to stand here and agree with 
the government," said plain­
tiffs' attorney J.L.Chestnut. 
" No single class action can 
address all of the civil wrongs 
by USDA." 
Black farmers sued 
two years ago because they 
had been denied access to gov­
ernment loans and subsidies. 
"The settlement 
would allow farmers with less 
documented evidence of dis­
crimination to take a $50,000 
payment and have their gov­
ernment debts forgiven. 
Farmers with more evidence 
could opt to go before an inde­
pendent arbitrator and seek 
larger damages. Farmers 
could also choose to opt out of 
the lawsuit and pursue their 
own cases.Friedman gave 
preliminary approval to the 
deal in January but sched­
uled the hearing Tuesday to 
get farmers' reaction. 
PANTHER 
United Auto 
T. All Major Mechanic's Repair 
Oil Change & Filter $16.95 
Brake Jobs $69 un 
Tune Ups $39 m> 
34110th Street, Hempstead 
Across from Dairy Queen 
(409) 826 - 6630 
WjauMastCT1^u\mencanjiX()res^cce|)te<j 
PV SENIOR FEST x99 
Special $399pp 
Ncte:Lim«ed jpota at $399pp.Rate bases on first come First serve bases. 
After special rale is sold out. the new rate will be $450pp. 
Where: CANCUN 
Package Includes: 
All May'99 Graduates A CJS 
Have I k Tours, Houston 
1(8M)491 -6014 or (409) 857 A 00 
Prereception party 
Roundtrip airfare on Continental Airlines 
4 Days & 3 Nights accommodations at the Yamacan Hotel 
U.S. & Mexico Departure Texas 
Transfer to & from hotel 
All meals & beverages (unlimited) 
Deposit: $75 Due Immediately 
Balance Due April 1.1999 
Everyone is welcome to join •«' 
NOW 
RE - OPENED! 
R i l l ' s  
Fres t* - N -1? py 




Specials: Pries Included 
lO Shrimp $4.99 
8 Chicken Wings 2.75 
6 Shrimp & 4 Nuggets .3.99 
3 pc. Drum Fish 4.99 
2 pc. Catfish Fillets 3.99 
THE CUTTING EDGE 
Fast Food Service Preferred 
Apply at 3 Panthers 11 AM-1PM 
Monday - Friday 
University Drive @FM 1098 
HAIR TECH 
"All your Beauty Needs" 
Waller Village 
31315 FM 2920 Waller, TX 77484 
Toll Free (409) 931-3269 




SCREEN PRINTING* EMBROIDERY 
• BANNERS & SIGNS 






- A - DUB 
Self Service Laundry 
Air Conditioned 
kOpen 7 days a week 
7 a.m - 9 p.m. 
last wash 8:40 p.m. 
Attendant on duty! 
Wash & Fold Service 
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BLACK HISTORY 
Book Review: Volunteer Slavery by Jill Nelson 
^———————— i , i -. I A ,, ^ 
By Sheleah Hughes 
News Editor 
The title "Volunteer 
Slavery" explains it all. It can 
be easily described as working 
without recognition, working 
for not enough pay, or losing 
your life in your job. The defi­
nition of the phrase is deter­
mined by each and every per­
son. In the book, "Volunteer 
Slavery", author Jill Nelson 
explains her personal defini­
tion. 
Born unto a dentist 
and a housewife, Nelson be­
gan her life as a bourgeois Af­
rican American female from 
upstate New York. Despite 
her early addiction to drugs, 
including marijuana, heroin 
and alcohol, she went on to 
graduate from the City Col­
lege of New York, Columbia 
Journalism School and later 
to write free-lance for Essence 
magazine. 
"Volunteer Slavery" 
describes the character shat­
tering events that The Wash­
ington Post and it's assign­
ments take her through. 
A new magazine, a 
subsidiary on Sundays of 
Washington D.C.'s Post, 
started the fate of now book 
Nelson. Nelson had to endure 
the struggles of being a single 
mother, alone in an unfamil­
iar city and a new member of 
an already established team. 
" Lot's of things hap­
pened, and you know about 
most of them... But I'm just 
tired of being here, of justify­
ing myself everyday, of fight­
ing for ignorant Caucasians, 
of the whole trip. It's not one 
thing or one person, it's the 
institution. I was poor when I 
came here, but I had a good 
rep. Here I have disappeared. 
It's not worth it to me for the 
money... I'm tired." 
Although Nelson is a 
woman in the field of journal­
ism, she uses her words and 
experiences to reach and touch 
everyone. In the quote from 
her book she explains her jus­
tification for leaving her job. 
Almost every minority has had 
to find a time in their career to 
find the breaking point." The 
time where there is no more 
time. 
Her experiences in­
cluding covering mayor 
Marion Berry, the crime rate 
of D.C., family issues and the 
search for love leads Nelson 
into a nervous breakdown. 
This breakdown shows how 
easy it is for a person to be­
come so caught up in their 
career and the money that is 
earned. 
The subtitle of the 
book "My authentic Negro-ex­
perience" describes the search 
for her personality. 
Born wealthy and mis­
understood by other blacks, 
Nelson was forced to find her 
own identity. Every experi­
ence from washing her " good" 
hair out with Octagon, arough 
laundry soap, to make her hair 
"nappy", onto blubbering the 
English language to sound 
uneducated, helped shape the 
strong African-American 
woman she became. 
This book is a true 
jewel to readers. It engages 
the reader into the life of 
Nelson, and helps them viv­
idly view their own. "Volun­
teer Slavery" gives readers a 
chance to see how difficulties, 
trials and tribulations can 
shape a life ofhappiness. Soci­
ety has labeled thos e who lead 
a troubled life, born unto pov­
erty and misfortune, as the 
only ones with pain. This book 
shows how pain and misfor­
tune can happen to anyone. 
Exploring the history of PVAMU buildings 
By Kalyn L. Bullock 
Panther Staff 
Have you ever heard 
the saying "friends come and 
friends go?" You are probably 
thinking to yourself'what does 
this have to do with anything?' 
Have you heard "things change 
for a reason?" Both of these 
sayings relate to Prairie View 
A&M University(PVAMU) 
and its buildings. 
OnAug. 14,1876, Alta 
Vista Agriculture and Me­
chanical College of Texas 
for Colored Youth opened, 
which is presently known as 
PVAMU. This date is signifi­
cant because it shows that our 
school is over a century old. 
Along with its age comes his­
torical events, buildings, and 
landmarks. 
In 1894, the oldest dor­
mitory on campus was erected. 
Of course, you have not seen 
or maybe even heard of this 
building or dorm because it 
was demolished at the time 
the present freshmen class was 
born (1979-1980). Four years 
later following the construc­
tion of Foster Hall, in 1898 
Luckie Hall was built to serve 
men and women. At the same 
time, Minor Hall came down. 
Presently the campus 
does not have an all women's 
dorm. Banks Hall and Drew 
Hall are now coed. 
Just as these two dor-
so have two former women 
dorms. Annie Laurie Evans 
Hall was built in 1928 as a 
residence hall to house 228 
women. 
Evans Hall is now the 
Center for student serviceslike 
the financial aid office. Al­
though the purpose of the 
building has changed, the sig­
nificance of its name lives on: 
Evans served as a model for 
women students as Dean of 
Women for over a decade. 
Another dorm was 
L.C.Anderson Hall which was 
constructed in 1933 to serve 
101 women. This building was 
named after the third princi­
pal and administrative head 
of PVAMU. 
Over the years, it has 
been renovated and used as 
the Center for Career Educa­
tion and Placement Services 
1861 was the year 
when the former Old Kirby 
House was built. In 1899, the 
Administration building was 
built and later destroyed by 
fire in 1943. 
Currently, Alumni 
Hall is a dining hall, which 
includes the Underground, 
cafeteria, and the Sandwich 
Shop. Like a mass number of 
other buildings, Alumni was 
not built back then, it came 
later. But, in the meantime, 
the Auditorium Mess Hall was 
built for the same purpose in 
1911. 
Knowing and under­
standing the history of 
PVAMU is very important. 
Everything is not just know­
ing or predictinghow the cam­
pus will be in the future, be-
cause before people can move 
on with the future, they must 
understand the background 
and significance of the past. 
Beautifying a campus is al-
ways nice to do, but people 
must also not forget from 
hence they came, and destroy­
ing old buildings can destroy 
OUT history. 
mitories changed with time, 
This story is the second of a three-part series on the 
university and the many changes in its physical image 
that continues over the years. 
{ •  
SUMMER SCHOOL FOR PEOPLE 
ON THEIR WAT TO THE TOP. 
If you didn't sign up for ROTC as a freshman or sophomore, 
you can still catch up to your classmates by attending Army 
ROTC Camp Challenge, a paid five-week summer course in 
leadership training. By the time you graduate from college, 
you'll have the credentials of an Army officer. You'll also have 
the self-confidence and discipline it takes to succeed in college 
and beyond. 
Find out more. Contact Captain Kizzie at 857-4612. 
ARMY ROTC 
n't Be F) 
i Coxpf 
Name is...(SHm "Faded Pictures 
Eminem Case f/ Joe 
Va Panther's current top ten In no particular order 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
War movie proclaims 'Life is Beautifut despite turmoil 
My little brother came 
up to me the other day, and 
slyly asked me to buy him a 
copy of the late Tupac 
Shakur's Greatest Hits, know­
ing our mother wouldn't 
dream of getting it for him. 
He's eight. 
We live in an era of 
increased negativity where 
youth is no longer a sheltered 
age, but a time when the 
youngare shown all the harsh­
ness that life has to offer from 
seemingly everwhere - music, 
television and especially film. 
Anything that has a 
moral message must w alk the 
fine line of being righteous 
avvc\'lV.e(i'pm?irtieaY," and nor­
mally the mote Teal it is, the 
more dollars it makes. 
Films like ET gave 
viewers the story of an alien, 
but also wade the audience 
long for days when things 
weren t so hectic, when real 
life wasn't so "real." 
Life Is Beautiful, anew 
film by Roberto Benigni, seeks 
to mix the old sentimentality 
of films like It's a Wonderful 
Life, and still keep the edge 
and realistic rawness of 
Schindler's List. It succeeds 
completely. To put it simply, 
this is a beautiful film. 
Life Is Beautiful is the 
story of World War II Jewish 
people living in Venice. The 
story, for the first hour, is a 
fairy tale. 
We meet the good guy, 
Guido, (played perfectly by 
star/director/writer Roberto 
Benigni) who is a good-natured 
comedian, quick-witted and 
happy ,b\it as broke as theTen 
Commandments. 
Guido clowns for 
awhile, jokes with the world, 
and the audience, by chasing 
the girl, looking for a job, get­
ting fired, and all the usual 
stuff. 
He finds a job at his 
Women dominate Grammy Awards 
The 41st annual 
Grammy Awards was broad­
cast on Wednesday, Feb. 24 at 
7 p.m. 
The awards were 
hosted by Rosie O'Donnell. 
Women dominated 
the major categories this year, 
with eight of the ten record 
and album of the year nomi­
nations. 
The woman of the 
evening was Lauryn Hill who 
came home with five of the 
ten awards for which she was 
nominated. 
Hill's performance of 
ToZion with Carlos Santana 
playing the guitar live on stage 
was the highlight of the show. 
Other females who 
took home numerous awards 
included Celine Dion with the 
Record of the Year and the 
Best Female Pop Vocal Per­
formance, Madonna with the 
Best Dance Recording, Best 
Pop Album, and Best Short 
Form Music Video, and Alanis 
Morisette with best Female 
Rock Vocal Performance and 
Best Rock Song. 
Men also received 
various awards this year. Jay-
Z won the Best Rap Album of 
the Year while Will Smith took 
home the Best Rap Solo Per­
formance. 
Stevie Wonder won 
the award for the Best Male 
R&B Vocal Performance and 
Eric Clapton won the Best 
Male Pop Vocal Performance. 
Other performers in­
cluded Alanis Morisette who 
sang "Uninvited." 
Aerosmith, who won 
Best Rock Performance by a 
Duo or Group with Vocals, per­
formed with a live orchestra 
on stage. 
Latin singer Ricky 
Martin also livened up the 
show with his performance. 
By Vltt+l 
Panther Staff 
uncle's restaurant where he 
meets the perfect woman, and 
it seems everything will be 
fine. 
The second, and ulti­
mately more powerful, part of 
the film begins with the dis­
appearance of Guido, his 
uncle and youngson who have 
been forced to go to one of the 
Nazi concentration camps at 
Dachau. 
His wife, Dora, 
(played by Nicoletta Braschi) 
leaves them to go get some 
bread. She returns minutes 
later to see her home ran­
sacked and the most precious 
things in her life, her family, 
gone. 
One of the most force­
ful images of the film is the 
shot of her as we look over her 
shoulder into herhome (which 
has been torn apart) with 
nothing but silence to greet 
her. The home is her life and 
now it has been totally 
changed. 
Dora volunteers to go 
to the camp as well, and the 
Nazis, being such sweethearts, 
allow her. 
Meanwhile, Guido is 
carrying his son on his shoul­
ders, as the boy asks his fa­
ther the usual questions: 
"Where are we going? How 
long 'til we get there? Can I go 
to the bathroom?" 
Instead of telling his 
son that they were heading to 
one of the most hideous places 
on Earth for their people, he 
made up an elaborate lie on 
the spot. 
I won't get into it, but 
suffice it to say, the boy swal­
lows the whole thing and we 
go along with it. 
Thousands upon thou­
sands are being killed monthly 
at this camp, and children are 
among the first to go. 
In fact, the only rea­
son the boy is still alive is 
because he was hidden on his 
father's back, while Guido pre­
tended to be a hunchback as a 
part of the game he concocted 
to keep the reality away from 
his son's mind. 
This is one of those 
films that will have you talk­
ing long into the night, on the 
way home, and hopefully keep 
you up for awhile thinking 
about things. That was my 
reaction. 
My brother picked an 
inopportune time to ask for 
Pac, I had just seen Life Is 
Beautiful the day before, and 
was in the preaching mood. 
"Man, why Pac?" I 
said, taking him by the hand. 
"Lets go see Smurfs and the 
Magic Flute or something...." 
By Caofi 
Panther Staff 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
Morenike Efuntade 
has fulfilled a goal that many 
African Americans seldom 
achieve. Her journey toward 
directing began here at Prai­
rie View A&M University 
(PVAMU) where she received 
her BA in Mass Communica­
tion. 
The Water Story which 
is her first independent film 
made its debut on BET/Starz3 
in February. Efuntade said her 
film is an "urban folktale that 
combines spirituality with the 
gritty reality of the streets." 
It can be described as 
realizing your own power and 
sense of family with the use of 
fictional characters. The Wa­
ter Story is a mixture of urban 
and down home. According to 
Efuntade, water is used to rep­
resent cleanliness and purity. 
She began directing 
because she was "frustrated 
about how African-Americans 
were being portrayed." Her 
influence to pursue film was 
inspired by El Mason Starne's 
"Too Sleep With Anger." 
Efuntade will return 
to PVAMU on Monday, March 
22 for a review of The Water 
Story during the week of 
Spring Fest. 
Efuntade, whose Ni­
gerian name means, "Now I 
have someone to cherish,"was 
born in Detroit but raised in 
Maryland. Her mother 
pushed her to attend PVAMU 
because she received a full 
scholarship Benjamin 
Banneker Honors College. 
PVAMU helped her 
future in film by teaching her 
how to revise and correct, use 
equipment and become a wor­
thy writer. While working in 
various aspects of communi­
cations, she became a mem­
ber of the Eta Beta chapter of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc. 
Under the tutelage of 
various professors she blos­
somed into the career she has 
today. "I had a good experi­
ence with a lot of professors," 
said Efuntade. "Theyallwere 
supportive." 
She noted Professor 
Diana Fallis for challenging 
her work and Professor Carol 
Means for getting her involved 
in the technical side of com­
munications. 
After receiving her 
bachelor's degree in commu­
nications in December 1993, 
Efuntade went on to Ameri-
Movie writer and direc­
tor, Morenike Efuntade 
can University where she ac­
quired her master's in film. 
After graduating she started 
film school which is where she 
received her big break. Rap 
City called and hired her as a 
producer for commercials on 
BET. 
She has shown her 
work at the Aculpo Black Film 
Festival and the Urban World 
Film Festival in New York. 
Efuntade suggests 
that those interested in film 
read books on film, and de­
velop their artistry. She said 
students should pickup a cam­
era and just start shooting, 
and thebottomline is the abil­
ity to write, which is the basis 
of all communications. 
"Prairie View is a 
great place to take advantage 
of everything around you. 
Once you know what you want 
to do, no one can stop you ," 
said Efuntade. 
By CdUtf fff 
Panther Staff 
uestions 
1. Who actually didn't go to the Greek Olympiad? 
2. Will there be a step-off between the Kappas and the 
Sigmas? 
3. Did you hear the one about the baseball guy with diarrhea? 
(if not, come ask us) 
4. What ever happened to the flower shop in MSC? 
5. And, what ever happened to Mrs. Bobby in Alumni? 
6. Why is the weight room in President Hine's garage better 
than the one in the Dome? 
7. Why did Southern's basketball team have on those uelv 
a*# uniforms? 
8. Speaking of those people, when is somebody on this campus 
going to stop letting Southern University win SWAC in 
everything? 
9. Why is the cereal the only thing worth eating in Alumni? 
10. Who honestly got A's on all of their mid-terms? 
11. Could we possibly be any happier that Spring Break is 
finally here? 
12. Shouldn't we call Spring Fest "that little thing during 
spring that they hype up for nothing?" 
13. What ever happened to those great CornNuts commer­
cials? 
14. Why do fools fall in love? 
15. Why is our Spring Break a week before everyone else's? \ 
16. Why do the people with no jobs always drive the nicest \ 
cars? \ 
17. Why do the soforities on this campus all have big heads) 
because they got in 20 Questions? 
18. Will our new MSC look like the one at Texas A&M? 
19. When will you start writing your 20 Questions down 
i n s t e a d  o f  b o t h e r i n g  e v e r y o n e  o n  s t a f f ?  
20. Do you think at all? 
question you may have to The Panther, Rm. 114 downstairs I 
in  the MSC. Quest ions are printed upon discret ion ofTte I 
i Panther. J 
Open Mic 
T* Wait *7fa* 
It isn't easy 
you [oozing in 
the mirror 
I know 





I believe it 
I can see it 
and my imagination 
TO and 4 
is more vivid 
do not aCCude 
your thoughts 
IfeeCyou in 
more ways than 
you know 
because I choose 
to reside in 
your imind 
untiCyou 
have peace of mind 
onCy then 
can I float in 
I your thoughts 
hike the clouds 




when you have 
that peace 




and I am patient 
and I wiCC be 




want and can 
standfor 
no Cess 




-how can we 
be of one body 
it we are not 
one mind? 
I want to be 




to know who you 
are devoutly 
-so that creation 
couCdnot create 
shape nor manifest 
a better mind 
and I want you 
inside 
-of me 
to know me 
to believe me 
to be me 
I want to Cook, 
in your eyes in 
Cong moments of 
siCence 
and know exactly 
what you're thinking 
or ifyour mind is 
empty 
-precisely what you're 
feedng and Cet your 
feelings reside within 
me 
-I want to hear the 
rhythm of your heart 
and forever predict 
its beat 
I want us to stop 
pretending when we 
feeCheat and Cet 
the warmth of our 
feelings sinkin 
deep enough to know 
what we Cie in each 
others arms for 
and we can say 
I Cove you 
in more than words... 
-CMaryanne (Brown 
March Spreads the Madness 
f B*ad 
If RufiBn 
1 \ Sports Editor 
"Congratulations," you've made it to another Spring 
AA batteries for my television remote control. There's no 
Stopping me now! 
My recently formed organization, "NCAA Underdog 
IFighting Association," or N.U.F.A. a* I like to call it, has had 
jits 1-800 hothne unrnber ringing off the hook daring these 
mad days of March, 
Slowly hut surely, the 64 team field will he deter­
mined as conferences winners receive automatic bids to the 
/"big dancp." Other teams that perhaps cracked the top ten 
/during the season will also be invited. 
Those teams that have sub par talent, all have one 
khinn in common "The Madness " 
"The Madness" is that one intangible thing these 
(underdog teams rely on to beat the so called unbeatable 
teams. 
Having already pnrchased their tickets to the NCAA 
tournament teams such as Valparaiso, Pennsylvania, Gonzaga, 
Arkansas State, and Wiathrop haven'tbeen ranked in the top 
25 all season. Some of the above mentioned teams have never 
Wen ranked in the school's history. 
life threatening, I was told I would have to five with this 
condition for the rest of my life. With support from family and 
frteads, I've come to terms with myself and my disease. I can 
walkdown the street and ignore the stares and the whispers 
Top ranked teams such as Duke, Auburn, Michigan 
State, and Maryland nil suffer from the most severe form of 
this shocking condition-
Medical technology has singled out five progressive 
stages of "March Madness." These stages are, the U team 
entry stage. This stage of the madness spreads to mostly 
newcomers and anxious fa 
Next, comes the 82 team survival of the first round 
stage. This stage of the "madness" is merely a progression of 
the first stage. Once the second stage has been reached, only 
time can help the victim. 
Once the sweet 16 dream stage is contracted a "mad-
The great 8 overconfident stage has often been re­
ferred to as the"petot of no return." Symptoms of this stage 
include uncontrollable adrenaline rushes, hurst of shouting 
which produce strained vocal chords, brief but frequent bouts 
of depression, and exhilarating moments of utter joy and 
Upe 
The last and most dangerous stage of this serious 
affliction is the Pinal F ourbestof thebest forget the rest stage. 
Pis stage has been known to cause healih problems and 
''l*'iiy*iiiif'ih"'fiiii,*lit'ii:ilvTyi:^ ill' .v,v*A ;• : 
Until a cure is found, Til keep a candle lit and a fresh 
set of batteries in my remote control. Ifyouheve any friends 
or loved ones who demonstrate strange behavior during the 
month of March; don't worry, they've only gone mad!!! 
SPORTS NEWS 
FALL OF GIANTS 
Men's and women's track teams fall to 
graces of Southern University 
Sheleah Hughes 
News Editor 
Under the title of Southwestern 
Athletic Conference defending champs, the 
Panthers were expecting nothing but an­
other crown. After upsetting Southern last 
year and then losing to them in the out­
door meet, the 1999 championship, held at 
Louisiana State University Field House 
on the campus in baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
Feb. 20-21 served as revenge. 
Although the Panther track club 
held a lead throughout the meet, the final 
event of the men's competition, the 4X400 
meter relay, served as the crowning event 
for Southern. 
" The competition was very tight," 
said Southern University head coach 
Johnny Thomas. "The conference was ex­
ceptionally competitive this year. We man­
aged to win the meet on the last event." 
The Southern Jaguars added 10 
points to their 140 point score after plac­
ing first in the event, with aNCAA qualify 
standard time of 3". 12.18. The Panthers 
finished third, only adding 6 points, leav­
ing them to finish the meet in second 
place. 
The Panthers let Southern inch 
their way back after Lewis Edmondson 
was disqualified from the 55-meter 
hurdles. 
Edmondson who held Saturday's 
second best qualifying time, (7:45) jumped 
and was disqualified, making him ineli­
gible to compete in the final. 
Southern placed first and third, 
giving them the extra points they needed 
to catch up with PVAMU. 
" I'll say that the competition was 
very tough on both days. I was well pre­
pared and very eager to compete, causing 
me to jump. I truly apologize for costing the 
team a repeat championship, but I ensure 
a good performance in the outdoor season," 
said Edmondson. 
PVAMLTsRonaldNelson took meet 
honors as most outstanding field performer, 
and added a meet high, 27 points. 
He received first in the high jump, 
third in the long jumpand pole vault and 
fourth in the triple jump. 
" It's a dissapointment that the 
whole team did not make it, but I'll repre­
sent PVAMU the best I can," said Nelson. 
" The Lady Panthers finished fifth 
place behind 7- time champion Southern. 
The Panther's finished with a total 
of 39 points.. 
" Next year we are aiming to claim 
first, second or third. We have a strong 
team, we just need to work harder and 
practice," said Ebony Ingram. "The Pan­
thers left Baton Rouge in 2nd place, and 
without any hard feelings. 
"We are just going to have to take 
it a day at a time until we get to the outdoor 
championship meet." Edmondson said. 
That's when we will let our performance 
speak for itself. We can't promise anything 
but a good try." 
CONGRATULATIONS 
RON NELSON 
GOOD LUCK AT THE NCAA INDOOR TRACK MEET! 
NAME: Ronald Nelson 
EVENT: High Jump 
BEST HEIGHT: 7feet 3 inches 
HONORS: 1999 SWAC Indoor 
Track & Field Most Outstanding 
Field Performer 
MISSION: Crush opposition and 
win National Championship 
The Panther Friday, March 5,1999 page 12 The Panther Friday, March 5,1999 page 13 
SPORTS NEWS 
PVAMU tennis team 
ready to contend 
By Shareef Shabazz 
Panther Staff 
Another tennis sea­
son approaches and the men 
and women Panthers of ten­
nis are preparing for another 
competitive season in the 
SWAC. 
The Panther tennis 
team is made up of 13 players 
with 5 men and 8 women. 
The Panthers have worked 
hard in the conditioning and 
discipline departments and 
are looking forward to a win­
ning season. 
Sophomore Stephany 
Epps said, "We are doing fine 
and working hard as a team. 
The team has a try and never 
give-up attitude and we are 
very hard to discourage." 
With a whole season 
















coming matches in the 
SWAC. 
"Our goal is to 
strengthen our team as a 
whole," said Junior Mayo 
Jackson. 
With the family bond, 
this team has avoided the lack 
of communication that so 
many teams suffer from. The 
players don't view communi­
cation as a problem for the 
team to overcome. 
However, this bond 
and winning mentality will 
be tested in the first few up­
coming matches against 
teams in the SWAC. These 
games will test how far the 
Panthers are going to go in 
the SWAC. 
" We have a lot of 
speed and communication 
amongstourselves," said jun­
ior Vernon Hunter. "Wehope 
to take the SWAC and make 
ourselves known not only to 
Prairie View, but everyone." 
Returning PVAMU 
"We are doing line and 
working hard as a team 
the team has a never 
give up attitude." 
Stephany Epps 
tennis players like Dannielle 
Smith, Solomon Pendleton, 
Teemayne Scales, and 
Timberly Gilford are giving 
much of their time and ability 
to the newcomers to help pre­
pare the Panthers to be a domi­
nate force in the SWAC. 
Pure determination 
and discipline is apparent in 
the young Panther team. 
" I have a good group 
to work with. I feel with the 
players we got, we will have a 
pretty successful season" said 
Coach Vanderbilt. 
The Panthers are op­
timistic and confident about 
their chances in the SWAC 
this season. 
Returning player 
Timberly Gilford, with an im­
pressive 14-3 record last sea­
son says 
"we are not 
afraid to get 
dirty." 
A 
team to be 
w i t h o u t  
fear in a 
competitive 
college con-
f e r e n c e 
most cer­
tainly has 
the edge in 
this competitive sport. 
On the other hand, the 
Panthers are preparing to be 
contenders this season. 
There is another prob­
lem the Panthers and other 
historically black colleges are 
faced with, the lack of fan sup­
port. Many of the Panthers 
feel that this is a critical part 
of the game. 
"Basically we have 
little to no fan support," said 
Jackson. "Most students prob­
ably don't even know if Prai­
rie View even has a tennis 
team." 
With all the obstacles 
and challenges the men and 
women Panther tennis team 
faces this season, from lack­
ing fan support to tough com­
petition in the SWAC, they 
are determined and focused 
on coming out on top in the 
SWAC conference. 
"We have made plans 
to kick butt and take names," 
said Gilford. 
in the Sports Spotlight Tia Talley 
I 
Sprinter Tia Talley pushes herself to the limit in prepara­
tion for the outdoor season during a recent practice. 




5 feet 6 inches 
Hometown: 










23.6 second time in the 
200 meter race at Trimble 
Tech High School 
Favorite Movie: 
Coming to America 
Major 
Health 
Panther softball team eager to 
defend SWAC championship 
By LaToya Moore 
Panther Staff 
The PVAMU softball 
team is planning to blow out 
all the top teams in the South­
western Athletic Conference 
Eastern Division this season 
by defeating their hardest com­
petitors, Southern University. 
The softball team is 
geared up to duplicate last 
year's SWAC Championship. 
The Lady Panthers 
are 4-0 in conference play this 
season, with 44 more games 
remaining. 
Following Spring 
Break the softball team will 
play Mississippi Valley State 
and Jackson State University 
in preparation for SWAC 
games against Grambling and 
Southern. 
Softball differs from 
baseball because softball 
pitching is closer to the plate, 
the reaction time is quicker, 
and the pitches range from 70 
to 90 miles an hour. 
The team has ten new 
softball players, and six re­
turning players. The team 
has two quality pitchers and a 
good set of defensive ball play­
ers. 
One of their strongest 
pitchers is Leslie West, who 
was previously named con­
ference player of the year. 
Freshman Ebony Morrow, 
from Orecity, Texas, is at­
tending PVAMU on an aca­
demic scholarship and is a 
key addition to the team ac­
cording to Head Coach A.D. 
James Jr. 
"Softball does not re­
ceive the same recognition as 
the baseball team," said 
Coach James, who also stated 
that he would like to see more 
faculty and students support­
ing the team. 
The coaching staff 
stresses academic excellence. 
All team members must main­
tain a 2.0 GPA 
The softball teams ul­
timate goal is to repeat as 
SWAC champions. The SWAC 
tournament will be held May 
7-9. In order to compete in the 
tournament they must win 
first or second place in their 
division. 




CITY STATE ZIP 
PHONE# ( ) 
SEMESTER • or SCHOOL YEAR • 
$10 $15 
...TO KEEP YOU UPDATED ON WHAT'S 
HAPPENING ON "THE HILL 
P. O. BOX 2876, PRAIRIE VIEW, TX 77446 
I 
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CAMPUS NEWS 
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In Brief 
University Village closes gates 
Prairie View, Texas 
During the spring break from March 6 to March 14, 
1999, two of the pedestrian gates on Oscar Pipkin St. will be 
locked and secure at University Village. The walk-in gate close 
to L. W. Minor St. will be open for residents to enter and exit the 
property. 
All residents of University Village and Village North 
must have a current University Village decal and their student 
identification card to enter the premises during Spring Break. 
Final fee installment due 
Prairie View, Texas 
Students are reminded to keep in mind several dates 
for the remainder of the semester. 
Instruction resumes Monday, March 15. The final 
fee installment is due Friday, March 19. The last day to 
withdraw with an automatic grade of "W" is Monday, March 
22. On Wednesday, March 24, the Honors Convocation will 
he held. 
Y ox mote VnSormathttv, Tefer to the Spring 1999 
schedule of classes publication. 
COMING ATTRACTIONS! 
MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 
























































The Piggy Bank 
Scholarship and Internship Information 
The LAGRANT Founda­
tion for Communications 
and Business 
Deadline: March 31,1999 
Eligibility: 10 scholarships 
to college and graduating 
high school minority stu­
dents pursuing a degree in 
the fields of communications 
and business administration 
including public relations, 
journalism (with an empha­
sis in public relations only), 
marketing and advertising. 
Fax: (323) 469-8683 
Tel:( 323) 469-8680 
911 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 
2150 
Los Angeles, CA 90017-3450 
SBA Launches Second An­
nual International Student 
Architectural Design Com­
petition 
Deadline: April 1, 1999 
for additional information 
45 Sheppard Ave. East, Suit 
412, Ontario, Canada 
M2N5W9 
Fax: (416) 730-9013 
Tel: Geoff Klaverkamp -(218) 
829-3055 or Mark Angelini-
(416) 730-9090 
Fifth Annual Student Con­




tact Kyna Shelley-(281) 283-
3437 or 
Michael Hunt (281) 283-3375 
e-mail address for the 
conference is 
Studentconf@cl.uh.edu. 
visit website at 
www.cl.uh.edu/research/ 
Student Conference.html 
The Washington Center 
for Internships and 
Academic Seminars offers 
several full-time semester 
(15 week) and summer (10 
week) internships in which 
the participants will be 
awarded academic credit. In 
addition to the internship, 
students participate in a 
special Washington Forum 
programming designed to 
emphasize the people, places 
and politics of Washington, 
as well as the city's signifi­
cant cultural resources. 
Deadline: Continuous 
For more information visit 




If you are looking for a 
career in advertising, 
TBWA's internship is hard 
to beat with its substantive 
work, stimulating environ­
ment, and a "real-world" 
marketing project. 
Deadline: April, 1999 
Eligibility: TBWA seeks 
interns who are entering 
their junior or senior year of 
college. No particular 
majors are favored, but the 
program brochure states 
that successful applicants 
demonstrate "a consuming 
interest in the advertising 
business" and "have a point 
of view about it." 
For more information write 
the TBWA Internship 
Program, TBWA House, 292 
Madison Ave., New York, 
NY 10017 or call (212) 725-
1150. 
University of Michigan 
Population Fellows 
Programs' Historically 
Black Colleges and 
Universities Initiative is 
offering several full-time 
(15 weeks) and summer 
(10 weeks) internships. 
Deadline: April 20, 1999 
Eligibility: Graduate 
students interested in 
international health and 
development. 
For more information or to 
request an application, 
contact the University of 
Michigan Population 
Fellows Program HBCU 
Initiative at (734) 764-8274, 




New York University 
June 7 - 16, 1999 
1 - 800 - FIND - NYU, ext 11 
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Sex from page 1 
guys she was involved with 
were selfish. 
She said she fell for 
the lines, 'You're beautiful, 
you're special, you're the one." 
Meaningless sex is ex­
tremely dangerous in the 90s. 
AIDS is on the rise in the mi­
nority communities. 
It is a disturbing fact 
that AIDS related cases and 
deaths are especially increas­
ing in the African American, 
and Hispanic communities. 
Pregnancy is no longer 
the main focus. There are 
many sexually transmitted 
diseases other than AIDS: 
syphilis, gonorrhea, and her­
pes. 
More people are choos­
ing celibacy because of these 
risk factors and learning it is 
okay to say no and it is okay to 
choose not to have sex. 
For many people, ab­
stinence is the best policy be­
cause there are no worries in­
volved, no risk factors, no 
deaths. 
"Becoming sexually 
involved, can totally consume 
you," Lewis said. 
A poll taken by YM! 
Kaiser family revealed that 
many people believe virginity 
is hip. The poll found that 87 
percent of the girls and 62 
percent of the boys surveyed 
felt staying a virgin is cool. 
Some advice for coeds 
is to talk with a partner, if not 
having sex is a perference for 
the relationship. 
If he or she does not 
understand that, maybe the 
relationship sjpijdbe severed. 
If true love and trust 
are present, the relationship 
will not end just because the 
partners do not engage in 
sexual intercourse. 
I discovered I was letting 
people value me for my 
physical attributes only, 
without insisting they know 
me more deeply. 




N H E B Y V S P M J H E B R Y  
V  T  Q  O  L  I  G  D  
P  M  K  I  F  D  E  B  
O M K  I  T  R  T  F  
W U S Q E E E O  
F  D  C  I  F  G  H  A  
R  L  P  V  I  G  C  C  
T A S Q N A A P  
R  N  Z  1  K  D  M  U  
E C C O B Z C V  
U E S R R Q X A  
G  B  Y  W  E  T  R  
U  Y  W  V  U  S  Q  
I  D  A  B  S  Z  X  
L  E  N  S  L  J  H  
L  E  A  Y  W  F  E  
0  L  S  W  O  R  D  
T H N I L K A 
1  A  L  H  H  F  L  
N  Y  H  W  V  C  B  
L  T  T  A  B  P  
Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in" 
all directions-forward, backward, up, down and 
diagonally. 
Battle-ax Cutlass Hatchet Rapier 
Blade Dagger Knife Shiv 
Chisel Foil Lance Sword 
Cleaver Guillotine Machete 
MAMA'S BOYZ by JERRY CRAFT 
Panther 
Comics 






FIND AT LEAST 6 DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PANELS. 
KING CROSSWORD 
DONT STEW OVER THIS ONE! The label on the basket has 
nothing to do with ounces or the Wizard of Oz. What does the 
basxet contain? . UOM>. im «nwo wweq-
«U -wop peei pua «pt> a uo w u»u *wuy 
1 LOME THE IV SHOWS 
1HRT COmE OH DUR1M6 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH/ 















15 Big rig 
16 French 
king 









26 A Deadly 
Sin 


















Like It Hot' 
costuming 
41 Fish bunch 
45 Shake in 
the grass? 























aircraft? 32 Cast of 
5 Ersatz charac­
chocolate ters? 
6 Expert 33 Piled up 
7 Lady's 3$ Dream 
maid Team's 
8 Zeal logo 
9 Riant 36 Rudiments 
10 Candle 38 Ready to 
count chew nails? 
11 Prepared 39 "My Fair 
19 Sailor Lady" 
21 Wish sening 
otherwise 42 Formerly 
23 Extempo­ 43 Piaiseful 
rize poetry 
24 Desire 44 For fear 
25 Powdery that 
substance 45 Gee's 
26 0axaca opposite 
water 46 Where, to 
27 Dweeb Caesar 
28 Diner 48 Freudian 
fixtures concept 
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THE FINAL WORD 
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M-
By Pamela Brown 
Panther Staff 
The practice of allow­
ing both Greek and non-Greek 
organizations to decorate trees 
on college campuses has been 
a long-standing tradition. 
Students decorate 
these trees to exemplify the 
pride and unity felt within 
their organizations. 
The trees' ornamental 
values, however, lie beyond 
the proud spirit felt by these 
organizations. The loud col­
ors beautify campuses nation­
wide and allow students to 
witness the diversity of cam­
pus life on an everyday basis 
in a visual manner. 
Although Prairie 
View A&M University's cam­
pus is in better condition than 
many of its fellow historically 
black colleges and universi­
ties, it lacks one thing-the gar­
nishing of the trees that rep­
resent the organizations in 
which students have in some 
cases literally laid down their 
lives for. 
Even Texas Southern 
University, which is one of 
PVAMU's major rivals, has 
the pleasure of enjoying the 
scenery by Greek families. 
At PVAMU students 
are not allowed to practice 
this heartwarming tradition 
Retail 
Management 






LensCrafters has excelled as the world's largest optical 
retailer by maintaining a strong corporate vision that 
encompasses growth, prosperity and innovation. We have 
been ranked by a survey in Fortune® magazine as one of 
the "100 Best Companies to Work for in America." With 
more than 850 stores and plans for continued expansion, 
we continuously seek - and reward - those whose 
professional expectations lie in the challenge of hard work, 
individual achievement and team excellence. 
We are currently offering exciting opportunities to 
graduating seniors to join our Management Trainee Program. 
This six-month program will equip you with the skills and 
knowledge you need to successfully assist in the 
management of a thriving retail operation that enjoys year-
round consistency in traffic flow and continued profitability. 
Current retail management opportunities exist in Dallas and 
throughout the Southwest Previous retail experience is not 
required. We provide excellent family-friendly benefit 
packages that include health/dental insurance, paid time off 
and holidays, pension plan, 401 (k). child care discount 
complimentary eyewear, and much more. 
If interested, please sign up at the Career Center located in 
Anderson Hall, 2nd floor, Room 201 or call 857-2120. 
Equal opportunity employer. 
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Jfelpinp people see Setter, one Sour at a time. 
because of altercations that 
happened years ago. 
Disputes were made 
over the trees between frater­
nities in 1983 which eventu­
ally resulted in physical vio­
lence. After the incident, or­
ganizations were no longer al­
lowed to freely decorate trees, 
and the chance for organiza­
tions who had not yet obtained 
trees became an extensive pro­
cedure, sending organizations 
through the ground's mainte­
nance committee and student 
activities. 
Five of the Greek-let­
ter organizations and many of 
the non-Greek organizations 
on campus presently do not 
have decorated trees or monu­
ments of any sort on campus. 
The excuse, other than 
the oneaboutthehorrificpast, 
given to these students as to 
why they are not allowed to 
M M  
organizations that have not 
obtained a tree. Something is 
better than nothing. 
Certain organizations 
claim to have been denied the 
opportunity to decorate trees. 
They are unfortunate victims 
of an unjust and unfair deci­
sion made because of others' 
misbehavior. If all the orga­
nizations went to school offi­
cials at the same time as one 
rather than representing a 
single organization, then 
maybe the dream of restoring 
a tradition lost might come 
true. 
Perhaps the school of­
ficials feel that if the organi­
zations who presently do not 
have decorated trees are given 
the opportunity to decorate 
them, then fights will break 
out over who gets which tree. 
This could be rem­
edied by drawing for certain 
lost 
"...this tradition loved is 
and 
probably will remain a 
tradition lost." 
decorate or redecorate their 
trees is because the paint that 
would be used on them would 
be considered toxic to the tree 
and the environment. 
This is however the 
nineties and the technology 
world has allowed this genera­
tion the privilege of using what 
is called environmental safe 
paint. This is the paint that 
the men of Omega Psi Phi Fra­
ternity claimed they used on 
their tree before it was unfor­
tunately painted over by the 
school's maintenance. 
Many organizations 
would be delighted to have the 
opportunity to designate cer­
tain trees on campus as theirs. 
The motive of these organiza­
tions is not to harm the trees 
or the organization, but just 
the opposite. 
If absolutely neces­
sary, paint could be excluded 
from the decorating precess 
and perhaps ribbons and rocks 
could be placed on trees for the 
-Pamela Brown 
trees, and the organizations 
that received the good trees 
would be a result of mere luck. 
Certainly students could not 
dispute over a method so fair. 
The fact that the opportunity 
would exist would be a bless­
ing within itself. 
However, students 
fail to take the proper proce­
dures needed to adopt a tree 
or repaint a tree. 
Complaints are made 
that the procedures are a no 
win situation and that it re­
quires too much time or effort. 
The fact is that 
ground's maintenance says 
that organizations who do not 
presently have trees and who 
desire them merely need to fill 
out some paper work and al­
low it to be processed and re­
viewed. If it meets the proper 
qualifications, which are no 
more than fair, it will be ap­
proved. 
This also goes with the 
erection of monuments. With 
approval, little or practically 
no dispute exists from the 
school on the tradition of deco­
rating the trees. 
Plans are currently 
being made by the school to 
try to broaden the policies deal­
ing with the limitations on the 
decorating of the trees. With 
approval, almost anything is 
possible, even the repainting 
of the trees with nontoxic, en­
vironmentally safe paint. 
Unfortunately, no fra­
ternities or sororities have 
taken the proper action to re­
paint their trees with this par­
ticular kind of paint. Every­
one accepted the fact that the 
trees could be painted years 
ago with no new or proper ef­
fort taken since then. 
If any organizations do 
decide to accept the challenge 
and take the necessary actions 
to give PVAMU the beautiful 
campus it deserves, then they 
need to have everything prop­
erly planned before present­
ing it to the school. 
Know what tree you 
want before coming to school 
officials. If a monument or 
any other decoration is de­
sired, have a drawn diagram 
of how it will look, papers on 
how much it will cost and who 
will construct it. 
If paint is desired, 
present an environmentally 
safe paint to the school. It is 
not suggested to take any of 
these actions within your own 
hands. If it does not get ap­
proved, find out why it was not 
approved. Change whatever 
needs to be changed and try 
again. 
PVAMU claims to be 
a school moving toward the 
future, yet somehow remains 
a school living and dwelling in 
the past. Is there "Something 
Inside So Strong" to forgive, 
forget and perhaps even 
change? 
If not this forbidden 
tradition will soon become a 
forgotten tradition in a few 
years, just as soon as the paint 
on the presently decorated 
trees wears completely off. 
As far as the univer­
sity as well as the efforts of the 
student body is concerned, this 
tradition loved is and prob­
ably will remain a tradition 
lost. 
